DP Newsletter 7-24th January 2020

Dear Parents
I hope that you are all well. We are now fast approaching our International Celebration Event.
Within this newsletter I have tried to give you an update as to key events that have taken place
as well as information about upcoming events.

CEM Testing

I would inform you that DP students have started to complete their CEM Testing this week and
should have completed this by Friday 24th January 2020. Results and feedback will be provided
to students and parents in the near future.
The CEM IBE assessment is a post-16 assessment system designed for schools and colleges
following the IB Diploma programme. It provides an individualised learner profile, comprising
baseline measures and predictive information to ensure learners maximise their potential. The
CEM IBE assessment is an adaptive assessment which provides a baseline measure, and
predictions of likely future performance. The assessment is carried out individually on a
computer and takes approximately 50 minutes to complete.
Please note that students should not prepare for this assessment. If you would like to know
more about the assessment, please follow this hyperlink https://www.cem.org/cem-ibe

Extended Essay
On Friday 17th January Dr Brown led an Extended Essay (EE) workshop for our Grade 12
students and then a further workshop for parents of DP students on Wednesday 22nd January
2020. Both sessions were excellent and marked the start of the EE at IS Siena. It was really

pleasing to see so many of you engaging with the workshops and benefiting from the
experience of Dr Brown. If you were unable to attend, resources (presentations) used by Dr
Brown have been shared via Managebac.

From Monday 27th January 2020, students will commence a 2 week online workshop to better
develop their understanding of the of the Extended Essay. The workshop aims to support
students through all stages of writing their EE; from choosing a topic and framing a research
question to structuring and writing the essay itself. Working for two hours each week, learners
will improve their critical thinking and time management skills for the successful delivery of the
EE. Further information about the workshop can be found by following the below link:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ib-extended-essay

Parent Workshop
On Wednesday 15th January 2020, Mr Driver and Ms Letizia
led a cross programme parent workshop focusing on ‘Inquiry
based approaches to teaching and learning’. The workshop
addressed the following questions:
● What is meant by the term inquiry?
● Why do we use an inquiry based approach to teaching
and learning?
● What types of activities do students engage with in an inquiry based classroom?
For those of you who attended, I hope that you found the workshop to be beneficial and that it
has provided you with a clearer understanding of this highly important approach to teaching
and learning, relevant to all IB programmes.

International Celebration Day
Just to let you know that we have our International
Celebration Day event on Wednesday 29th January 2020
from 3.45 to 5.30pm. We have already collapsed the
timetable on Monday afternoon (20th January 2020) and
have a further afternoon when we are collapsing the
timetable on Tuesday 28th January 2020 and are asking for
parent volunteers to support us with working with students
to prepare activities and materials for the day.
All students will continue working in one of the following areas, supported by parents, older /
senior students and teachers: World music; Traditional Dress; National/cultural history;
Important country/cultural animals; National/cultural celebrations; Food culture/etiquette;
Language; National/cultural famous people; National/cultural games/sports; National/cultural
arts and dance; Science and Technology around the world.
If you are able to attend to help us with this upcoming session, please let me know as soon as
possible.
The plans for International Celebration Day (Wednesday 20th January 2020) are as follows:
-International Day: Early Lunch for all students.
-Set up rooms 1:30pm and final Practices with Parents
-Parents may bring in their food items from 2:30pm to the cafeteria
-Parent Arrival 3pm for the start of International Day!
-3:00 - 3:35 Group A remain in room and B rotate and look around rooms and complete
Passport
-3:35 Group A return to rooms
-3:40 - 4:15 Group B remain in room and A rotate and look around rooms and complete
Passport
-Parents are serving food - Children are not to help themselves and get a taste of various,
especially sushi is 2 pieces each until all served for example.
-Students to clear classrooms when waiting to enter Cafeteria
-4:15pm KG and Transitions and Grade 1 students can enter Cafeteria to get food

-4:30pm Passport enter (Rotation A and B)
-4:45pm Passport enter (Rotation A and B)
-Clear up cafeteria 5:00 - 5:30pm

IS Siena Students engaging in the Chess Tournament “Memorial Roberto Magri”

Music Lessons-Message from Ms Rebecca
We are delighted to inform parents that we have recently confirmed the appointment of
External Music teachers of drums and piano.
Saverio Cacopardi is an experienced drummer for a variety of different groups as well as
teaching in other schools around Siena.
Elisabeth Rundlette, originally from the US, has been teaching singing in Rome before moving to
Siena. She has experience in teaching a wide range of genres from opera to jazz and really
enjoys working with young singers.
Both teachers will be giving lessons after school from 3.45pm to 5.45pm, and the days will be
confirmed when we have a clear idea of student demand. Please let the Office know if you
would be interested in taking advantage of these lessons.
As previously mentioned, lessons will be charged at 20 euros for 30 minutes and paid in
advance at the start of each term.
Many thanks, Miss Rebecca

Book Fair
I would like to inform you that we have Book Fair taking place
at school on the 14th of February from 1.00pm to 5.00pm.
Grade 12 students will have the opportunity to look at the
books available, either during their lunch break, during a
non-contact session (if they have one during this time) or after
3.50pm

University Fair
I would like to inform you that I am currently organising a day trip to an International University
Fair in Florence on Monday 16th March 2020. The fair is being hosted by the International
School of Florence and during the fair, students will have the opportunity to engage / watch
presentations and meet with an admissions officer.

I am currently working on the documentation for the trip but hope to be able to send home a
trip letter next week.

Non-uniform Day
There is a non-uniform day on Friday 31st January 2020-Students can decide to come to school
in their normal clothes and donate at least €2. Money raised will be donated to a charity by our
Grade 7 students, linked to action they have decided to take (please see message for parents
and students below)
Please find below the grade 7 message for you:
Dear parents,
We would like to inform you that we are organizing two events to raise funds for the Australian
animals that are impacted by the Australian bushfire. The first event will be a stand on
international day where you can get more information and perhaps donate something .
The Second event will be organized on Friday 31st of January where your children can pay 2
euros or more to be allowed to wear their normal clothes .

Local Events
I would like to inform you that on the 22nd and 23rd of
February there will be the first edition of  “Siena Comics for
Kids”, an event organised by Scuola del Fumetto. Please find
below the web link for the event:
https://www.sienacomunica.it/siena-comics-for-kids/
If you have any information about any in local community,
please share this so that we can promote with the rest of
the school community. Thanks!

Teaching & Learning in DP in the last two weeks
English A Language and Literature
Students gave presentations this week on advertising and beauty norms. We had a fascinating
range of texts, from Nazi propaganda posters to Magnum ice cream, Calvin Klein, Victoria’s
Secrets and UN Women adverts! The students are honing their analytical skills and really
coming to terms with the subject-specific terminology. We will continue our close reading of A
Streetcar Named Desire from tomorrow. Bring on the Southern accents! Vivien Leigh would be
proud!

Vivien Leigh as Blanche du Bois (Source: brittanica.com).

Italian B
Grade 12 for the unit Experiences (Migration) met Tommaso Fabbri, head of Mission, Medecins
Sans Frontieres/ Doctors without Borders. It was a great occasion to talk about human rights
and reflect on the alarming situation of refugees and migrants entering and crossing Europe via
the Mediterranean.

Biology
During the last couple of weeks, students have been working to develop their ability to write a
lab report, using the Internal Assessment (IA) guidelines and assessment criteria for the DP
experimental sciences.
In addition, students have begun exploring the structure and function of the nervous system as
part of our ‘Human Physiology’ topic. Next week, students will deliver mini-lessons that they
have prepared on areas such as ‘Action Potentials’ and ‘Synapses’.

Chemistry
The DP chemistry students are using a redox titration to determine if the nutritional label on an
apple juice (light green) pack and an orange juice (orange) pack are correct, with regards to
vitamin C. The students are letting an iodine solution (light brown) react with vitamin C. If no
more vitamin C is present, the indicator (starch) will turn the orange juice green and the apple
juice grey.

Mathematics: Applications & Interpretations
Diploma students had several activities related to inverse a nd indirect variation. They were given
the chance to use their GDC and connect the variation functions and their graphs, recapping and
understanding key points on the graph. After their formative assessment on the topic, we
proceeded on optimization problems modelled b
 y Cubic Functions. Using maxima and minima,
students constructed rectangular prisms of optimized volumes (using GDC/GeoGebra display by
teacher).

Kind regards
Lucio Pessia
Diploma Programme Coordinator

